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Ludendorff, who in July following proposed to settle 300,000
German families and expel a similar number of Polish families
from the territory to be annexed for his strategic requirements.
About three months earlier the Poles in the Congress of the
Oppressed Nationalities of Austria-Hungary at Rome—April
1918—had read the situation clearly when they declared Germany
the chief enemy of Poland, whose fate depended entirely on the
result of the war against Germany.
ALLIES DECLARE FOR POLAND
Clemenceau, Lloyd George and Orlando met at Versailles on
June 3, 1918, and by request of the Polish National Committee
made this statement: "The creation of a united and independent
Polish State, with free access to the sea, constitutes one of the
conditions for a just and durable peace and the rule of right in
Europe." Under German pressure the Steczkowski Government
on June 12 publicly declared that, unmoved by what had been
said at Versailles, it would pursue a policy of collaboration with
the Central Powers.
The opening of the Council of State had been postponed
several times, but it did meet on June 22, and 98 members took
part in its first session. The Council met fourteen times, and most
of its discussions revealed such hostility to the Austro-Germans
that the German Commissary intervened and represented to the
Regency Council and Steczkowski that the Council of State must
not become a focus of agitation against the Central Powers. The
final session was held on July 31; the Council was to meet again
in September; but the German armies were then retreating on the
Western Front, and the political no less than the military situation
was becoming totally changed.
POLISH ABMY IN EEtAJSTCE
Dmowski's work for the Polish Army in France had met with
great success. On June 22, 1918, in the presence of numerous
Frenchmen and Poles, among them being Pichon, French Foreign
Minister, and Dmowski himself, the First Division of this army
took the oath of service and received from the hands of Poincar^

